
 

Reflections on Mercy from Pope Francis 
 

It is not easy to entrust oneself to God's mercy, because it is an abyss beyond our comprehension. But we 

must! ... "Oh, I am a great sinner!" "All the better! Go to Jesus: He likes you to tell him these things!" He 

forgets, He has a very special capacity for forgetting. He forgets, He kisses you, He embraces you and He 

simply says to you: "Neither do I condemn you; go, and sin no more" (Jn 8:11). 

 Homily on March 17, 2013 

 

Let us be renewed by God's mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of his love to transform 

our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, channels through which God can water the earth, 

protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish.  

 Easter Urbi et Orbi message on March 31, 2013 

 

Let us ... remember Peter: three times he denied Jesus, precisely when he should have been closest to him; 

and when he hits bottom he meets the gaze of Jesus who patiently, wordlessly, says to him: "Peter, don't be 

afraid of your weakness, trust in Me." Peter understands, he feels the loving gaze of Jesus and he weeps. How 

beautiful is this gaze of Jesus — how much tenderness is there! Brothers and sisters, let us never lose trust in 

the patience and mercy of God! 

 Homily on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2013 

I am always struck when I reread the parable of the merciful Father. ... The Father, with patience, love, hope 

and mercy, had never for a second stopped thinking about [his wayward son], and as soon as he sees him still 

far off, he runs out to meet him and embraces him with tenderness, the tenderness of God, without a word of 

reproach. ... God is always waiting for us, He never grows tired. Jesus shows us this merciful patience of God 

so that we can regain confidence and hope — always! 

Homily on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2013 

I see clearly that the thing the church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts 

of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity. ... Heal the wounds, heal the wounds … And you have to start 

from the ground up.  

Interview with America, September 2013. 

Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up the mystery of the Christian 

faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him.  

From the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, Misericordiae Vultus, April 11, 2015 
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